


a Excellent 0 Good F a i r  0 Dsterioroted 0 Ruin. 0 Unexposed 
CONDITION 1- 

(Check One) I (Chack One) 

The plan  is a complex one. The southernmost (story-and-a-half) wing has a 
s i n g l e  c e l l  with a fu l l -width  lean-to behind i t .  The c e n t r a l  block is a 
two-story, s ing le -p i l e  s t r u c t u r e  with a through-passage conta in ing the  
s t a i r  and p r inc ipa l  en t ry  t o  t h e  south and a l a r g e  drawing room t o  t h e  
~ o r t h .  This abuts t h e  northern,  story-and-a-half wing c o n s i s t i n g  of  a 
dining room and chamber, with a chimney between, and connected t o  the  main 
block by a smal l ,  secondary ent rance  ves t ibu le .  Behind t h i s  sec t ion ,  and 
s l i g h t l y  o f f s e t  t o  the  nor th ,  is a s ingle-s tory  e l l  with a d in ing room, 
k i tchen,  and pantry. 

(XI A h r e d  Unoltsred 

Federa l -s ty le  t r i m  i s  used throughout the  house. The most noteworthy work 
is  i n  the  drawing room of the  c e n t r a l  block. A wainscot cons i s t ing  of 
molded panels under a c h a i r  rail decorated with punch-and-dentil work en- 
c i r c l e s  t h e  room. The chimney piece i s  an e labora te  a f f a i r  cons i s t ing  o f  
applied-mold, f lush-panel  p i l a s t e r s ,  en tab la tu re  blocks having a f l u t e d  
f r i e z e ,  and an extremely heavi ly  molded mantel s h e l f .  Reeding, punchwork, 
and Vitruvian s c r o l l  moldings enr ich  t h e  en tab la tu re  of t h e  spandrel .  An 
overmantel above a l l  of t h i s  c o n s i s t s  of f l u s h  paneled p i l a s t e r s  framing 
a s i n g l e ,  l a rge  f l u s h  panel ,  car rying a f r i e z e  with f l u t i n g  i n  i n i t a t i o n  
of  t r ig lyphs .  The whole c a r r i e s  a molded cornice  which i s  continued around 
the  room. The chamber over t h i s ,  "George washington's Room," conta ins  a 
mantel. t h a t  resembles the  drawing room overmantel, f ea tu r ing  paneled p i l a s t e  
and a f l u t e d  "tr iglyph" f r i e z e ,  a11 crowned by a heavi ly  molded s h e l f  with 
a d e n i i l  cornice.  

0 Morsd a Ongtnol Sit*  

The f r o n t  room i n  the  southern por t ion ,  known as "Mrs. Washington's Best 
Room," contains a mantel l i k e  t h a t  i n  the  George Washington room bu t  without 
the  carved enrichment. Ovsr i t  i s  an overmantel l i k e  t h a t  i n  the  drawing 
room, but again without the  enrichment, having a molded r a t h e r  than a f lush ,  
ovemante l  panel. Molded panel wainscoting completes the  decorat ion here. 

G E S C R I - E  T H L  P P E S E N T  A N D  O R t C I N A L  (if  Lno~")  P W Y 3 I C A L . A P P E I R I N C E  

Located on Charles S t r e e t  i n  a r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  of Fredericksburg, t h e  
Mary Washington House i s  an except ional ly  long composite frame s t r u c t u r e  of  
one-and-one-half and two s t o r i e s  s e t  on a low br ick  and s tone  basement. 
The southern s e c t i o n  is t h e  e a r l i e s t  da t ing from the  mid-eighteenth century.  
The o t h e r  por t ions  were incorporated l a t e r  i n  t h a t  century and e a r l y  i n  t h e  
next.  The house faces  e a s t  and i s  c l a d  with beaded weatherboards except 
f o r  the  lean- to  of  the  southern sec t ion ,  which is b u i l t  of  br ick .  Six-over- 
n ine  and s ix-over-s ix  sash  a r e  used throughout the  house, and a l l  of the  
windows have louvered bl inds .  The doorway i n t o  the  c e n t r a l  of the  t h r e e  
a a i n  sec t ions  has a rec tangular ,  leaded-glass transom. Gable roofs  cover 
the  southern and c e n t r a l  sec t ions ,  and a gambrel roof covers the  nor thern  
port ion.  A p a i r  of  gabled dormers l i g h t s  the southern wing, and shed roof 
dormers a r e  used on t h e  n o r t h e m o s t  one. This l a t t e r  s e c t i o n  a l s o  has a 
c e n t r a l  b r i c k  chimney, while a l l  the  o the r  wings of t h e  house have i n t e r i o r  
end b r i c k  chimneys. Single-story porches s t r e t c h  across  the  r e a r  of the  
c e n t r a l  and p a r t  of the  nor thern  por t ions  of the  house. 

I n  the  main ent rance  h a l l ,  the  t r i p l e - r u n  s t a i r  i s  the  only decorat ion OE 
note. It has a molded handra i l ,  t h r e e  turned b a l u s t e r s  t o  the  t r ead ,  simple 
sawn brackets ,  and raised-panel  s i d e  panels. A s  such, i t  is out  of kccping 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

with the character of the woodwork in the rest of the house and may have been 
added by the restorationists. 

To the rear is a single-cell framed kitchen. It has a gable roof, box cornic , 
and is covered with weatherboards. 1 
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ATEMEN* O F  51CNIF ICAHEE 

The Mary Washington House, the  l a s t  home of George Washington's mother, 
was purchased f o r  he r  by her  eminent son. It was i n  t h i s  house t h a t  
Washington l a s t  saw h i s  mother,' and i t  was here t h a t  she d ied  i n  August 
1789. 

Among the  e a r l i e s t  recorded owners of the  property were Washington's s i  
and brother-in-law, Bet ty  and Fie ld ing Lewis, who so ld  t h e  property,  ap 
pa ren t ly  with some por t ion of the  present  house a l ready s tanding on it, 
Michael Robinson i n  1761. I n  1772, Washington bought it f o r  h i s  mother 
who had l i v e d  a t  Ferry  Farm near  Fredericksburg s ince  1739. He d id  it, 
he wrote t o  Benjamin Harrison, "a t  her  request  but  a t  my own expense. . 
t h a t  she might be  near by sister [ ~ e t t ~ ]  Lewis, he r  on ly  daughter," who 
l i v e d  c l o s e  by a t  Kenmore. 

The house has been recognized a s  a h i s t o r i c  s h r i n e  ever s i n c e  Mrs. Wash 
ton took up res idence  there.  V i s i t o f s  t o  the  c i t y  throughout t h e  pas t  
cen tu r ies  have commented upon it. Almost t h i r t y  years  a f t e r  her  death,  
f o r  ins tance ,  John Gadsby Chapman painted the  "Residence of Washington' 
Hother i n  Fredericksburg, Va.," now hanging in the  National  Gallery.  T 
house became the  property o f  the  Association f o r  the  Preservat ion of V i  
g i n i a  Ant iqu i t i e s  i n  1890. I n  1929-30, a ca re fu l  r e s t o r a t i o n  was under 
taken under the  d i r e c t i o n  of  a r c h i t e c t  P h i l i p  Stern.  
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